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We all know that 2021 has been as difficult as 2020 for many 
Kentuckians. You will see in these pages that the Office of 
Kentucky Nature Preserves and the Kentucky Heritage Land 
Conservation Fund have been hard at work to fulfill our man-
dates even while complying with necessary COVID protocols. 
OKNP staff have done a much better job than I could of de-
scribing our efforts this past year, so I want to selfishly reflect 
on a few items that have come to me as I head into retire-
ment. By the time you read this, I will have retired from nearly 
30 years in conservation with state and local government. It 
has been my privilege to work on projects protecting Ken-
tucky’s most endangered species and most significant natu-
ral areas, and have a lot of fun working with great people all along the way. 

Raven Run Nature Sanctuary in Fayette County is where I started my career as a natural areas tech-
nician, right out of UK. It is there I led my first guided hikes, built my first hiking trails, and removed my 
first invasive species (I think I missed a few).  Since then Raven Run has doubled in size thanks to the 
KHLCF and your Nature’s Finest license plates, and I am very happy that I was able to conduct a 
prescribed fire there with OKNP last year on the site of a rare plant population. Raven Run is a great 
example of the importance local parks can play in conservation. 

I also held temporary positions at Bernheim Forest in Bullitt County and UK’s Robinson Forest in 
Breathitt County. Bernheim is of course one of the most important forest blocks in the state, providing 
habitat for many rare and declining species. Over the last few years the KHLCF has helped Bernheim 
add hundred of acres under conservation easements. We are also working with Bernheim, the Ken-
tucky Natural Lands Trust, and the NRCS on a $7 million RCPP grant to help conserve private land in 
the Bernheim area through conservation easements. In addition, OKNP is currently working with 
Bernheim on an innovative research project tagging neotropical migrant songbirds with tiny trans-
mitters which enables biologists to track their movements in real time. This is one of my favorite pro-
jects because I get to do it myself—I’ve operated banding station on nature preserves since 2003, at 
Natural Bridge State Park, Rockcress Hills State Nature Preserves, and now at Bernheim. 

My first state government job was with the Kentucky Department for Fish and Wildlife Resources 
(KDFWR). In recent years, OKNP and KDFWR have partnered together on several important endan-
gered species projects, from prescribed fire to improve habitat on barrens and glades to updating 
the State Wildlife Action Plan to include endangered plants. This year, we have signed a data 
agreement which will allow both agencies to work together to provide the most complete data-set 
on rare and endangered species in the Commonwealth. 

Next I moved on to Kentucky State Parks, as naturalist at Natural Bridge under the leadership of Dr. 
Wilson Francis and Carey Tichenor. After all these years, the Hood’s Branch Trail and Sheltowee 
Trace through the park are still two of my favorite hikes in the state. OKNP’s partnership with Ken-
tucky State Parks has greatly expanded over the last several years. For instance, OKNP’s trail special-
ist Doug Wilder now regularly conducts trainings for state park staff in trail maintenance and chain-
saw safety. Also, in 2021 OKNP lead a team of agencies on the first  prescribed fire on Perryville Bat-
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tlefield State Historic Site, including staff from State Parks, KDFWR, and the Kentucky Division of For-
estry (KDF). 

I realized that working for Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves would give me opportunities to travel 
throughout the state and experience its biodiversity firsthand, so in 2006 I became a regional natu-
ral areas manager.  I was privileged to coordinate management of significant populations of the 
federally endangered short’s goldenrod and Braun’s rockcress, for example. I also joined the first 
board of the Kentucky Prescribed Fire Council (KPFC), and got to help take the first steps in a uni-
fied prescribed fire program for the state. Just this year, an agreement was finally signed allowing 
state agencies to cooperate more on prescribed fire, an extremely important step in expanding the 
safe use of this important habitat tool. 

Ten years ago I was extremely gratified to be named the first staff biologist for the Kentucky Herit-
age Land Conservation Fund Board, and soon thereafter became the KHLCF program manager. 
Not only did I get to conduct conservation easement inspections and assist with biological invento-
ries and management on 77,000 acres of natural areas in 70 counties, I also got to help acquire 
and protect new natural areas. That has remained the most satisfying aspect of conservation to 
me, the permanent protection of natural areas. In the last 10 years, the KHLCF has grown from 
77,000 acres preserved to nearly 97,000 acres. Given that several of those years were hampered by 
“sweeps” from the program funds into the state General Fund—a practice that Governor Beshear 
and the legislature stopped in 2020—that is a remarkable achievement.  

Finally, five years ago I was given the opportunity to become the first Executive Director of the Of-
fice of Kentucky Nature Preserves, which was created by a merger of the Kentucky State Nature 
Preserves Commission, the Kentucky Wild Rivers Program, and the KHLCF. I was also appointed the 
chairman of the KHLCF, following in the footsteps of Dr. Bill Martin and Dr. Richie Kessler. 

I am very proud of our record in these five years.  For example, we’ve converted our cumbersome 
environmental review process to the efficient online Kentucky Biological Assessment Tool (KY-BAT). 
Our rare species data quantity and quality has increased dramatically, thanks to partnerships. Our 
data is also now used to run over 5,000 Farm Bill reports each year for Kentucky landowners through 
the NRCS Kentucky Interagency Coordinating Tool. Our prescribed fire program has gone from a 
handful of acres each year to almost 1,000 acres in 2021, thanks to expanded partnerships with 
KDF, KDFWR, and the KPFC. We’ve expanded our outreach program, and even won an EMMY for 
our PBS special “Kentucky, Naturally”. A sequel focusing on KHLCF’s historic sites will be out soon, 
and KHLCF was recognized by the American Battlefield Trust for our land conservation efforts. 

Most significantly, OKNP has gone from a sixteen member staff in 2016 to 29 in 2021. We’ve been 
able to do that for two reasons—we have great partners who fund our projects because they know 
they will get excellent results, and we have an outstanding young staff who tirelessly works to deliver 
excellent results to our partners. While I am very proud of all we have accomplished, none of it 
would’ve been possible without the folks we have on staff, and our friends throughout the state that 
share our commitment to habitat conservation. 

I am very proud to say that nearly all current OKNP staff achieved their current positions when I was 
Executive Director. You will find our staff listing at the end of this report, and each one of them is vi-
tal but Josh Lillpop, Tara Littlefield, and Stephanie Ellis were particularly instrumental in OKNP’s de-
velopment. I also want to thank a few partners who have greatly contributed to OKNP’s recent suc-
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cess: Lee Andrews and the USFWS Kentucky Field Office; Sunni Carr, Zack Couch, Chris Garland, Bri-
an Clark, and many others at KDFWR; Ron Vanover and Robert Myers of Kentucky State Parks; Bran-
don Howard and staff of the KDF; Casey Shrader and others at NRCS; Scott Ray, David Taylor, and 
many others at the US Forest Service; Cheryl Beckley of WKU-PBS; Tom Fitzgerald of the Kentucky Re-
source Council; Lane Boldman of the Kentucky Conservation Committee; OKNP science advisors Dr. 
Albert Meier of WKU and Dr. Luke Dodd of EKU; and, of course, the many members of the KHLCF 
Board and folks in EEC administration, both past and present, who have supported our programs all 
along the way. Personally, I am particularly grateful for the continuing friendship of Bill Martin, Richie 
Kessler, and Wilson Francis, who all taught me the value of perseverance and a sense of humor.  

While I am certainly going to miss the people and places of OKNP, I will remain involved with conser-
vation through the Kentucky Natural Lands Trust, Bernheim Forest, Floracliff Nature Sanctuary, the 
Friends of Lower Howard’s Creek, Elizabethtown Greenspace, and the many other nonprofit grass-
roots efforts to conserve Kentucky’s natural heritage. They could all use our help. I hope to see you 
all on the trail! - Zeb 
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Natural Areas Map 

OKNP manages four distinct programs to conserve Kentucky’s natural areas. While these programs all share 
common goals—rare species habitat, environmental education opportunities, and conserving natural areas 
through a combination of land acquisition, conservation easements, and public-private partnerships– they 
have some differences. 

· The Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund  

 Assists with funding conservation at the local and state level. 

· The State Nature Preserve System 

 Prioritizes rare species habitat conservation and quiet enjoyment of natural areas. 
· The Natural Areas Registry 

 Recognizes private landowners and others who own land with outstanding ecological attributes. 

· The Wild Rivers Program 

 Focuses on riparian forest conservation and paddling opportunities on pristine rivers and streams. 

As of July 1, 2021, Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves programs include: 

· 19,865 acres owned by OKNP on 39 State Nature Preserves  

· 8,090.91 acres owned by OKNP on 13 State Natural Areas  

· 6,789 acres dedicated  by OKNP on 17 State Nature Preserves owned by partnering agencies  

· 17,183.50 acres in 72 conservation easements at KHLCF natural areas owned by local concerns  

· 71,831 acres of deed restrictions on 38 KHLCF natural areas owned by other state agencies  

· 9,017 acres owned by private landowners and other agencies on 76 Registered Natural Areas 

· 26,961.26  acres owned by private landowners and other agencies on 9 Wild Rivers Corridors 

While the grand total of 156,398.56 acres in these programs is an impressive number, it is less than 0.6% of 
Kentucky’s 25 million acres!  
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Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund Historic Accomplishments 
Since 1995, the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund (KHLCF) Board has played an integral 
part in protecting and conserving over 94,000 acres of Kentucky’s natural areas and habitats on 172 
tracts in 67 counties. KHLCF funds both the acquisition of property and management, including 
hiking trail development and habitat improvement. 

Summary of the                                                                                    
Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund  

     Efforts as of 1995 - June 2021 

�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ 
EƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ��
WƌŽũĞĐƚƐ 

�ĐƌĞĂŐĞ��ŽŶƐĞƌǀĞĚ &ƵŶĚŝŶŐ 

&ŝƐŚ�ĂŶĚ�tŝůĚůŝĨĞ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ ϴ ��������������ϰϬ͕ϳϬϭ͘ϭϴ� �Ψ���������ϳ͕ϵϭϱ͕Ϯϱϱ͘ϱϵ� 

�ŝǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�&ŽƌĞƐƚƌǇ ϲ ����������������ϯ͕ϲϲϮ͘ϳϳ� �Ψ���������ϲ͕Ϯϭϯ͕ϴϰϵ͘ϯϱ� 

KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�<ĞŶƚƵĐŬǇ�EĂƚƵƌĞ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĞƐ� ϰϳ ����������������ϭϭ͕ϬϮϴ͘ϱϵ �Ψ���������ϵ͕ϯϱϮ͕Ϯϳϭ͘ϰϮ� 

�ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�WĂƌŬƐ ϭϲ ����������������ϱ͕ϯϰϮ͘ϭϴ� �Ψ���������ϳ͕Ϭϰϳ͕ϭϯϴ͘ϳϰ� 

tŝůĚ�ZŝǀĞƌƐ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵ ϭϲ ����������������ϲ͕ϰϮϴ͘ϲϭ� �Ψ���������ϴ͕ϯϲϵ͕ϰϴϵ͘ϵϰ� 

DƵůƟƉůĞ��ŐĞŶĐǇ�WĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ ϲ ��������������ϭϰ͕ϳϴϭ͘Ϭϵ� �Ψ�������ϭϭ͕ϲϳϯ͕ϰϱϱ͘ϴϲ� 

�ŽƵŶƚǇ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ ϯϱ ����������������ϳ͕ϯϯϯ͘ϭϭ� �Ψ�������ϭϯ͕ϲϵϯ͕Ϯϵϱ͘ϭϯ� 

�ŝƚǇ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ ϭϬ �������������������ϱϰϮ͘ϱϱ� �Ψ���������ϭ͕ϳϬϵ͕ϭϭϵ͘Ϯϱ� 

DĞƚƌŽ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚƐ ϴ �������������������ϭϬϭϯ͘Ϯϰ� �Ψ���������ϯ͕Ϯϴϴ͕Ϯϵϰ͘ϰϱ� 

�ŽůůĞŐĞƐͬhŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƟĞƐ ϴ ����������������Ϯ͕Ϭϳϴ͘ϳϬ� �Ψ���������ϰ͕ϵϱϮ͕Ϯϳϲ͘ϱϱ� 

�ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ��ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƐ ϴ ����������������ϭ͕ϰϴϰ͘ϰϰ �Ψ���������ϰ͕ϱϴϵ͕ϵϳϮ͘ϲϲ� 

dŽƚĂůƐ͗ ϭϳϭ ��������������ϵϱ͕ϭϲϬ͘ϵϰ �Ψ�������ϴϬ͕ϯϲϭ͕ϴϬϰ͘ϰϰ� 

EŽƚĞ͗�/ŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ďŽƚŚ�ĂĐƋƵŝƐŝƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ĐŽƐƚƐ͘ 

EŽŶ-WƌŽĮƚ ϰ ϳϲϰ͘ϰϳϳ Ψ����������ϭ͕ϱϱϳ͕ϯϴϱ͘ϱϬ 
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Projects/Acquisitions 

&z�ϮϬϮϭ�<,>�&���Yh/^/d/KE^ 

WZK:��d �'�E�z �KhEdz ��Z�^ 

�ƌĐŚĞƌ��ĞŶŐĞ—�ƵŵďĞƌůĂŶĚƐ�dƌĂĐƚ <EW� tŚŝƚůĞǇ ϯϲϴ͘ϬϮ 

  dŽƚĂů͗ ϯϲϴ͘ϬϮ 

One Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund property was successfully acquired in FY2021. 

Funding awarded was for land purchase, associated pre-acquisition costs (appraisals, title, and 
survey work), or approved management activities. Due to complexities of the land acquisition 
process it often takes several years for the KHLCF to successfully complete projects. In some cases, 
projects are withdrawn by the seller and not completed. This fiscal year no projects were awarded. 

Since 1995 to 2021 The Kentucky Heritage Land Program has protection on: 

· 72 Competitive sites totaling 17,183.497 acres. 

· 69 Non-competitive sites totaling 90,192.679. 
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Annual Revenue 
Funding for the KHLCF is generated from the sale of nature license plates, the state portion of 
unmined mineral tax on coal, environmental fines, interest income, and donations. By statute, the 
Kentucky Environmental Education Council receives the first $150,000 collected from environmental 
fines and the Office of Energy Policy receives the first $400,000 of unmined minerals taxes. However, 
in FY2021 the unmined mineral tax only generated $281,899.37 all of which was transferred to the 
Office of Energy Policy.  

License plate revenue is in a separate account and to date has not been swept into the general 
fund. The 1-year FY21 budget developed by Governor Beshear and passed by the General 
Assembly in spring 2020 included no sweeps from the KHLCF for the first time since 2014. 

&z� >ŝĐĞŶƐĞ�WůĂƚĞƐ �&ŝŶĞƐ hŶ-DŝŶĞĚ�dĂǆ /ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ KƚŚĞƌ� 
<���ͬK�W�ĚĞͲ

ĚƵĐƟŽŶƐ dKd�>^ 

ϮϬϭϭ �Ψϲϯϴ͕ϰϳϬ� �Ψϭ͕ϵϭϴ͕ϳϭϯ� �ΨϮ͕ϯϵϵ͕Ϯϱϯ� �Ψϳϰ͕ϭϭϭ�  ;ΨϱϱϬ͕ϬϬϬͿ Ψϰ͕ϰϴϬ͕ϱϰϳ� 

ϮϬϭϮ �Ψϱϳϭ͕ϵϳϬ� �ΨϮ͕ϭϵϵ͕ϳϬϴ� �ΨϮ͕ϴϳϬ͕ϭϴϲ� �Ψϳϰ͕ϭϭϭ�  ;ΨϱϱϬ͕ϬϬϬͿ Ψϱ͕ϭϲϱ͕ϵϳϰ� 

ϮϬϭϯ �Ψϰϯϭ͕ϭϬϬ� �ΨϮ͕ϯϯϮ͕ϭϴϯ� �ΨϮ͕ϴϮϬ͕ϳϱϴ� �;Ψϭϰ͕ϰϯϯͿ  ;ΨϱϱϬ͕ϬϬϬͿ Ψϱ͕Ϭϭϵ͕ϲϬϴ� 

ϮϬϭϰ �ΨϰϭϮ͕ϯϳϬ� �Ψϭ͕ϳϬϵ͕ϯϳϯ� �ΨϮ͕ϲϳϲ͕ϵϭϮ� �Ψϳϭ͕ϱϮϲ� �Ψϳϭ� ;ΨϱϱϬ͕ϬϬϬͿ Ψϰ͕ϯϮϬ͕Ϯϱϭ� 

ϮϬϭϱ �ΨϰϬϮ͕ϭϭϴ� �ΨϮ͕ϳϳϯ͕ϯϵϲ� �ΨϮ͕Ϯϴϳ͕Ϭϱϴ� �Ψϴϱ͕ϱϰϭ� �Ψϵϰϱ� ;ΨϱϱϬ͕ϬϬϬͿ Ψϰ͕ϵϵϵ͕Ϭϱϴ� 

ϮϬϭϲ �ΨϮϴϴ͕ϭϴϮ� �ΨϮ͕ϬϳϬ͕ϱϮϳ� �Ψϭ͕ϲϯϳ͕ϱϳϭ� �ΨϭϮϲ͕ϯϬϮ�  ;ΨϱϱϬ͕ϬϬϬͿ Ψϯ͕ϱϳϮ͕ϱϴϭ� 

ϮϬϭϳ �Ψϯϳϵ͕ϯϳϬ� �Ψϭ͕ϱϴϲ͕ϰϱϳ� �Ψϲϳϲ͕ϯϬϱ� �Ψϱϵ͕Ϯϵϴ� �ΨϮϱ� ;ΨϱϱϬ͕ϬϬϬͿ ΨϮ͕ϭϱϭ͕ϰϱϰ� 

ϮϬϭϴ �Ψϯϲϱ͕ϱϵϬ� �ΨϮ͕ϮϲϮ͕ϱϱϱ� �Ψϲϯϲ͕ϯϬϳ� �ΨϭϬϬ͕Ϯϲϭ� �Ψϯϴϱ� ;ΨϱϱϬ͕ϬϬϬͿ ΨϮ͕ϴϭϱ͕Ϭϵϳ� 

ϮϬϭϵ Ψϯϲϭ͕ϬϱϬ Ψϭ͕ϰϵϮ͕Ϯϯϯ Ψ�ϯϯϯ͕ϯϵϮ ΨϭϴϮ͕ϰϲϳ  ;Ψϰϴϯ͕ϯϵϮͿ Ψϭ͕ϴϴϱ͕ϳϱϬ� 

ϮϬϮϬ Ψϯϲϭ͕ϰϲϬ Ψϭ͕ϵϬϵ͕ϱϵϮ Ψϭϲϲ͕Ϭϵϳ ΨϲϬ͕ϵϴϲ  ;Ψϭϲϲ͕ϬϵϳͿ ΨϮ͕ϭϴϮ͕Ϭϯϳ 
���� �Ψϯϰϵ͕ϭϳϬ� �Ψϵϲϭ͕Ϯϴϰ� �ΨϮϴϭ͕ϴϵϵ� �Ψ;ϱϮͿ  ;Ψ-Ϯϴϭ͕ϴϵϵͿ �Ψϭ͕ϭϲϬ͕ϰϬϮ� 
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KHLCF Purchased Properties 1995-2021 
&RXQW\ 3URMHFW $FUHV $JHQF\ 

$OOHQ &DUSHQWHU�&DYH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�$UHD ������ 3ULYDWH�,QGLYLGXDO 
%DOODUG $[H�/DNH�6ZDPS�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ 2.13 

%DOODUG %RDWZULJKW�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW�$UHD ������� .'):5	�8�6��$UP\�&RUSV�RI�(QJLQHHUV 
%DUUHQ %ULJDGRRQ�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ 2.13 
%DUUHQ 0XWWHU
V�&DYH�6WDWH�1DWXUDO�$UHD ������ 2.13 
%DWK��)OHPLQJ��
1LFKRODV &OD\�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW�$UHD ������� 

.HQWXFN\�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�)LVK�DQG�:LOGOLIH�5H�
VRXUFHV��.'):5� 

%HOO 
.HQWXFN\�5LGJH�)RUHVW�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJH�
PHQW�$UHD ������� .'):5�	.') 

%HOO .HQWXFN\�5LGJH�6WDWH�)RUHVW �������� .HQWXFN\�'LYLVLRQ�RI�)RUHVWU\��.')� 
%HOO��+DUODQ��
/HWFKHU 3LQH�0RXQWDLQ�6WDWH�6FHQLF�7UDLO ������� .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�3DUNV 
%RRQH %LJ�%RQH�/LFN�6WDWH�+LVWRULF�6LWH ������ .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�3DUNV 

%RRQH 
%RRQH�&RXQW\�&OLIIV�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UH�
VHUYH ����� %RRQH�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

%RRQH 'LQVPRUH�:RRGV�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ %RRQH�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
%RRQH *XQSRZGHU�&UHHN�1DWXUH�3DUN ������ %RRQH�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

%R\OH 3HUU\YLOOH�%DWWOHILHOG�6WDWH�+LVWRULF�6LWH ������� .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�3DUNV�	�2.13 

%UHFNLQULGJH 
%UHFNLQULGJH�&RXQW\�:LOGOLIH�(GXFDWLRQ�
$UHD ����� %UHFNLQULGJH�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

%UHFNLQULGJH <HOORZEDQN�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW�$UHD ������ 
%UHFNLQULGJH�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW�	�.HQWXFN\�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�)LVK�DQG�:LOGOLIH�5HVRXUFHV 

%XOOLWW 
$SSOH�9DOOH\�*ODGHV�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UH�
VHUYH ����� 2.13 

%XOOLWW 
.QREV�6WDWH�)RUHVW�DQG�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJH�
PHQW�$UHD ������� .'):5	.') 

%XOOLWW��-HIIHUVRQ -HIIHUVRQ�0HPRULDO�)RUHVW ������� /RXLVYLOOH�0HWUR�*RYHUQPHQW 
%XOOLWW��-HIIHUVRQ��
2OGKDP 7KH�3DUNODQGV�RI�)OR\GV�)RUN ������� 

7KH�)XWXUH�)XQG�/DQG�7UXVW�	�/RXLVYLOOH�0HWUR�
*RYHUQPHQW�	���VW�&HQWXU\�3DUNV 

%XOOLWW��1HOVRQ 
%HUQKHLP�$UERUHWXP�DQG�5HVHDUFK�)RU�
HVW �������� %HUQKHLP�$UERUHWXP�DQG�5HVHDUFK�)RUHVW 

&DOGZHOO��&KULV�
WLDQ��+RSNLQV 3HQQ\ULOH�6WDWH�)RUHVW �������� .HQWXFN\�'LYLVLRQ�RI�)RUHVWU\ 

&DOORZD\ %ORRG�5LYHU�6HHSV�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ 2.13 

&DOORZD\ 
)RUW�'RQHOVRQ�1DWLRQDO�%DWWOHILHOG��)RUW�
+HLPDQ�8QLW� ������ 8�6��1DWLRQDO�3DUN�6HUYLFH 

&DPSEHOO +DZWKRUQH�&URVVLQJ�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�$UHD ������ &DPSEHOO�&RXQW\�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�'LVWULFW 

&DPSEHOO 
6W��$QQH�:RRGV�DQG�:HWODQGV�5HVHDUFK�
DQG�(GXFDWLRQ�&HQWHU ������ &DPSEHOO�&RXQW\�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�'LVWULFW 

&DPSEHOO��.HQWRQ 0RUQLQJ�9LHZ�1DWXUDO�$UHD ������ .HQWRQ�&RXQW\�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�'LVWULFW 
&DUOLVOH��)XOWRQ��
+LFNPDQ 2ELRQ�&UHHN�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW�$UHD ������� 

.HQWXFN\�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�)LVK�DQG�:LOGOLIH�5H�
VRXUFHV 

&DUWHU &DUWHU�&DYHV�6WDWH�5HVRUW�3DUN ������� .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�3DUNV 
&DUWHU 2OLYH�+LOO�/DNH�&RQVHUYDWLRQ ������ &LW\�RI�2OLYH�+LOO 
&DUWHU 7\JDUWV�6WDWH�)RUHVW ����� .HQWXFN\�'LYLVLRQ�RI�)RUHVWU\ 
&KULVWLDQ %RE�2YHUWRQ�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�$UHD ����� 3ULYDWH�,QGLYLGXDO 
&ODUN &LYLO�:DU�)RUW�DW�%RRQHVERUR ����� &ODUN�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
&ODUN /RZHU�+RZDUGV�&UHHN�+HULWDJH�3DUN ������ &ODUN�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

&ODUN 
/RZHU�+RZDUGV�&UHHN�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UH�
VHUYH ������ &ODUN�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

&ULWWHQGHQ��8QLRQ 
%LJ�5LYHUV�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW�$UHD�DQG�
6WDWH�)RUHVW ������� .'):5�	�.') 

&XPEHUODQG��
0HWFDOIH 

0DUURZERQH�6WDWH�)RUHVW�DQG�:LOGOLIH�
0DQDJHPHQW�$UHD ������� .'):5	.') 
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&RXQW\ 3URMHFW $FUHV $JHQF\ 
'DYLHVV $GNLVVRQ�*UHHQEHOW�3DUN ����� &LW\�RI�2ZHQVERUR 
'DYLHVV <HOORZ�&UHHN�3DUN ������ 'DYLHVV�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
(VWLOO /LO\�0RXQWDLQ�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ (VWLOO�&RXQW\�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�'LVWULFW 
)D\HWWH��0DGLVRQ )ORUDFOLII�1DWXUH�6DQFWXDU\ ������ )ORUDFOLII�1DWXUH�6DQFWXDU\ 

)D\HWWH��0DGLVRQ 5DYHQ�5XQ�1DWXUH�6DQFWXDU\ ������ 
/H[LQJWRQ-)D\HWWH�8UEDQ�&RXQW\�*RYHUQPHQW�
3DUNV�DQG�5HFUHDWLRQ 

)OHPLQJ 3DUN�/DNH�0RXQWDLQ�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ )OHPLQJ�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
)OHPLQJ��1LFKRODV��
5REHUWVRQ %OXH�/LFNV�%DWWOHILHOG�6WDWH�5HVRUW�3DUN ������� .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�3DUNV 

)OHPLQJ��5REHUWVRQ 6KRUWV�*ROGHQURG�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ 2.13 
)UDQNOLQ &RYH�6SULQJ�3DUN ������ &LW\�RI�)UDQNIRUW 
)UDQNOLQ )HLQGHO�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�$UHD ����� 3ULYDWH�,QGLYLGXDO 
)UDQNOLQ -XOLDQ�6DYDQQD�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ����� 3ULYDWH�,QGLYLGXDO 

)UDQNOLQ 5LYHU�&OLIIV�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ����� 3ULYDWH�,QGLYLGXDO�	�2.13 
)UDQNOLQ 5RFNFUHVV�+LOOV�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ����� 2.13 
)UDQNOLQ 6ZDOORZILHOG�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�$UHD ���� 3ULYDWH�,QGLYLGXDO 

*DUUDUG��-HVVDPLQH 7RP�'RUPDQ�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ 2.13 
*DUUDUG��/LQFROQ /RJDQ�+XEEOH�3DUN ������ /LQFROQ�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
*UDYHV 7HUUDSLQ�&UHHN�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ 2.13 

*UD\VRQ 
/RQH�2DN�%DUUHQV�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UH�
VHUYH ����� 2.13 

*UHHQ *OHQYLHZ�+HULWDJH�/DQG ������ *UHHQ�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
*UHHQ :\DWW�-HIIHULHV�:RRGV�3DUN ����� *UHHQ�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
+DQFRFN -HIIUH\
V�&OLII ������ +DQFRFN�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

+DUGLQ (DVWYLHZ�%DUUHQV�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ 7KH�1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDQF\�	�2.13 

+DUGLQ -LP�6FXGGHU�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ 2.13�	�+DUGLQ�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

+DUGLQ 
6SULQJKRXVH�%DUUHQV�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UH�
VHUYH ����� 3ULYDWH�,QGLYLGXDO 

+DUODQ %ODQWRQ�)RUHVW�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������� 2.13 

+DUODQ 
-DPHV�(��%LFNIRUG�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UH�
VHUYH ����� 3LQH�0RXQWDLQ�6HWWOHPHQW�6FKRRO 

+DUODQ .HQWHQLD�6WDWH�)RUHVW ������� .HQWXFN\�'LYLVLRQ�RI�)RUHVWU\ 
+DUODQ 0DUWLQ
V�)RUN�6WDWH�1DWXUDO�$UHD ������� 2.13 

+DUODQ 
6WRQH�0RXQWDLQ�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW�
$UHD�DQG�6WDWH�1DWXUDO�$UHD ������� .'):5�	�2.13 

+DUODQ��/HWFKHU 
+L�/HZLV�3LQH�%DUUHQV�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UH�
VHUYH ������ 2.13 

+DUULVRQ 
*ULIILWK�:RRGV�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW�$U�
HD ������ 

.HQWXFN\�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�)LVK�DQG�:LOGOLIH�5H�
VRXUFHV 

+DUW )UHQFKPDQ
V�.QRE�3UHVHUYH ����� +DUW�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

+DUW 
*UHHQ�5LYHU�6WDWH�1DWXUDO�$UHD��%RLOLQJ�
6SULQJV� ������ 2.13 

+DUW 
*UHHQ�5LYHU�6WDWH�1DWXUDO�$UHD��'DYLV�
%HQG� ������ 2.13 

+DUW 
*UHHQ�5LYHU�6WDWH�1DWXUDO�$UHD��5XVK�
,VODQG�%RWWRPV� ������ 2.13 

+DUW +LGGHQ�5LYHU�&DYH ����� &LW\�RI�+RUVH�&DYH 

+DUW 8SSHU�*UHHQ�5LYHU�%LRORJLFDO�3UHVHUYH ������� :HVWHUQ�.HQWXFN\�8QLYHUVLW\�	�2.13 

+DUW 
8SSHU�*UHHQ�5LYHU�%LRORJLFDO�3UHVHUYH�
�/DZOHU�%HQG� ������ :HVWHUQ�.HQWXFN\�8QLYHUVLW\ 

+HQGHUVRQ *UHHQ�5LYHU�6WDWH�)RUHVW ������� .') 
+HQGHUVRQ -RKQ�-DPHV�$XGXERQ�6WDWH�3DUN ������ .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�3DUNV 
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&RXQW\ 3URMHFW $FUHV $JHQF\ 

+HQGHUVRQ 
-RKQ�-DPHV�$XGXERQ�6WDWH�3DUN�6WDWH�
1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�3DUNV 

+HQU\ 'UHQQRQ�&UHHN�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ 2.13 

+HQU\ 
.HQWXFN\�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�(QYLURQPHQWDO�
(GXFDWLRQ�&HQWHU ������ .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\ 

+HQU\��2ZHQ 
.HQWXFN\�5LYHU�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW�
$UHD ������� 

.HQWXFN\�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�)LVK�DQG�:LOGOLIH�5H�
VRXUFHV 

+LFNPDQ 2ELRQ�&UHHN�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������� 2.13�	�0XUUD\�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\ 
+LFNPDQ 7KUHH�3RQGV�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ 2.13 

+RSNLQV��0XKOHQ�
EHUJ��2KLR 3HDERG\�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW�$UHD �������� 

.'):5	�:HVWHUQ�/DQG�6HUYLFHV�	�3DWULRW�&RDO�
&RUSRUDWLRQ 

-HIIHUVRQ 0F1HHO\�/DNH�3DUN ������ &LW\�RI�/RXLVYLOOH 
-HIIHUVRQ 3XWQH\�3RQG�DQG�:RRGODQGV ����� &LW\�RI�3URVSHFW 

-HIIHUVRQ 5ROOHLJK�3HWHUVRQ�(GXFDWLRQDO�)RUHVW ������ /RXLVYLOOH�0HWUR�*RYHUQPHQW�	.') 
-HVVDPLQH &DPS�1HOVRQ�1DWLRQDO�0RQXPHQW ������ 8�6��1DWLRQDO�3DUN�6HUYLFH 

-HVVDPLQH 
-HVVDPLQH�&UHHN�*RUJH�1DWXUH�3UH�
VHUYH ������ -HVVDPLQH�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

/DUXH 
$EUDKDP�/LQFROQ�%LUWKSODFH�1DWLRQDO�
+LVWRULF�3DUN�-�%R\KRRG�+RPH�8QLW ������ 8�6��1DWLRQDO�3DUN�6HUYLFH 

/DUXH /DUXH�&RXQW\�(QYLURQPHQWDO�&HQWHU ����� /DUXH�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

/DUXH 
7KRPSVRQ�&UHHN�*ODGHV�6WDWH�1DWXUH�
3UHVHUYH ������ 2.13 

/DXUHO 6LQNLQJ�&UHHN�6WDWH�1DWXUDO�$UHD ��� 2.13 

/DXUHO 
:KLWOH\�%UDQFK�:HWODQG�5HVWRUDWLRQ�
3URMHFW ����� &LW\�RI�/RQGRQ 

/HWFKHU %DG�%UDQFK�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������� 7KH�1DWXUH�&RQVHUYDQF\�	�2.13 
/HWFKHU /LOOH\�&RUQHWW�:RRGV ������ (DVWHUQ�.HQWXFN\�8QLYHUVLW\ 
/HZLV &URRNHG�&UHHN�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ 2.13 

/LQFROQ 
%RXWHORXD�%DUUHQV�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UH�
VHUYH ������ 2.13 

/LQFROQ 
:LOOLDP�:KLWOH\�+RXVH�6WDWH�+LVWRULF�
6LWH ����� .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�3DUNV 

/LYLQJVWRQ 
/LYLQJVWRQ�&RXQW\�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW�
$UHD��5H\QROGV�7UDFW� ������ /LYLQJVWRQ�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

/LYLQJVWRQ 

/LYLQJVWRQ�&RXQW\�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW�
$UHD�DQG�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH��%LVVHOO�
%OXII�613� ������ /LYLQJVWRQ�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

/LYLQJVWRQ 

/LYLQJVWRQ�&RXQW\�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW�
$UHD�DQG�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH�
�1HZPDQ
V�%OXII�613� ������ /LYLQJVWRQ�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

/RJDQ %DNHU�1DWXUDO�$UHD ����� /RJDQ�&RXQW\�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�'LVFWULFW 

/RJDQ 
/RJDQ�&RXQW\�*ODGH�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UH�
VHUYH ����� /RJDQ�&RXQW\ 

0DULRQ 
0DULRQ�&RXQW\�:LOGOLIH�0DQDJHPHQW�
$UHD�DQG�6WDWH�)RUHVW ������� .'):5�	��.')�	��0DULRQ�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

0F&UDFNHQ 3HUNLQV�&UHHN�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ����� &LW\�RI�3DGXFDK 

0F&UHDU\ 
/LWWOH�6RXWK�)RUN�6WDWH�1DWXUDO�$UHD�
�7XFNHU�61$� ����� 2.13 

0F&UHDU\ 5RFN�&UHHN�6WDWH�1DWXUDO�$UHD ����� 2.13 

0F&UHDU\��:D\QH 
/LWWOH�6RXWK�)RUN�6WDWH�1DWXUDO�$UHD�
�%XUQHWW�%UDQFK�61$� ������� 2.13 

0F&UHDU\��:D\QH 
/LWWOH�6RXWK�)RUN�6WDWH�1DWXUDO�$UHD�
�6WHHOH�+ROORZ�61$� ������� 2.13 

0F&UHDU\��:KLWOH\ &XPEHUODQG�)DOOV�6WDWH�5HVRUW�3DUN ������� .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�3DUNV�	�2.13 
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0HQLIHH %URNH�/HJ�)DOOV ����� 0HQLIHH�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
0HWFDOIH 'U\�)RUN�*RUJH ����� 0HWFDOIH�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

0RQURH 
2OG�0XONH\�0HHWLQJKRXVH�6WDWH�+LVWRULF�
6LWH ����� .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�3DUNV 

1HOVRQ 7RZQ�&UHHN�*UHHQZD\ ����� .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�3DUNV�	�&LW\�RI�%DUGVWRZQ 

1LFKRODV��5REHUWVRQ 
%OXH�/LFNV�6WDWH�3DUN�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UH�
VHUYH ���� .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�3DUNV�	�2.13 

2KLR +LJKYLHZ�+LOO ������� 2KLR�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
2KLR 2KLR�&RXQW\�3DUN�1DWXUH�$UHD ������ 2KLR�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
2OGKDP 0RUJDQ�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�3DUN ������ 2OGKDP�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

3RZHOO 
1DWXUDO�%ULGJH�6WDWH�3DUN�6WDWH�1DWXUH�
3UHVHUYH ������� .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�3DUNV 

3RZHOO 3LORW�.QRE�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������ 2.13�	�3RZHOO�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
3RZHOO 3RZHOO�&RXQW\�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�7UDFWV ����� 3RZHOO�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
3RZHOO��:ROIH 1DWXUDO�%ULGJH�6WDWH�5HVRUW�3DUN ������� .HQWXFN\�6WDWH�3DUNV 
3RZHOO��:ROIH 5HG�5LYHU�6WDWH�1DWXUDO�$UHD ������ 2.13 
3XODVNL %XFN�&UHHN�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ���� 3XODVNL�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
3XODVNL 'U��:LOOLDP�+��0DUWLQ�6WDWH�1DWXUDO�$UHD ����� 2.13 

3XODVNL 
)UDQFHV�-RKQVRQ�3DON�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UH�
VHUYH ������ 2.13 

&RXQW\ 3URMHFW $FUHV $JHQF\ 

3XODVNL +D]HOGHOO�0HDGRZ�3UHVHUYH ����� 3XODVNL�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
6KHOE\ &OHDU�&UHHN�3DUN ������ 6KHOE\�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 
6KHOE\ 6KHOE\�7UDLOV�3DUN ����� 6KHOE\�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

6LPSVRQ )ODW�5RFN�*ODGH�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ����� 2.13 

7D\ORU &OD\�+LOO�0HPRULDO�)RUHVW ������ &DPSEHOOVYLOOH�8QLYHUVLW\ 

7D\ORU 7HEEV�%HQG�1DWXUH�DQG�5HFUHDWLRQ�$UHD ������ 7D\ORU�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

:DUUHQ 
&UXPSV�&DYH�5HVHDUFK�DQG�(GXFDWLRQ�
3UHVHUYH ���� :HVWHUQ�.HQWXFN\�8QLYHUVLW\ 

:DUUHQ /RVW�5LYHU�&DYH�9DOOH\ ����� :DUUHQ�&RXQW\�)LVFDO�&RXUW 

:KLWOH\ $UFKHU-%HQJH�6WDWH�1DWXUH�3UHVHUYH ������� 2.13 
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During the last year, the Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves’ GIS Specialists collaborated with the 
KHLCF coordinator to streamline the annual KHLCF inspection process. Management contacts were 
compiled and are now easily accessible in a digital map available in the field. The same map out-
lines all boundaries of KHLCF sites. Furthermore, a Survey123 digital data collection form was created 
to collect KHLCF Inspection data in the field. The data collected then populates a dashboard that 
allows the inspector to keep track of follow-ups and locations remaining to be surveyed. Prior to this 
workflow technology, OKNP staff collected records of all 130+ site inspections  by hand on paper. 
This streamlined way of completing  inspections and tracking KHLCF sites will be extremely efficient 
for our work moving forward. 

Innovative Workflows 
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Conservation Easement Highlights 
When KHLCF funding conserves a natural area at a county park, land trust site, or university research 
station, a permanent conservation easement is placed on that property. This ensures that the site 
will always be managed for conservation and nature-based recreation. OKNP staff inspects each of 
these conservation easements annually and our partners submit reports on their activities. Here are 
just a few highlights from some of our 54 conservation easement partners: 

· Hidden River Cave is owned/managed by The 
American Cave Conservation Association and the 
City of Horse Cave. Their efforts have turned this once 
“most polluted cave in North America” into a thriving 
biological and economical resource for the 
community through years of pollution mitigation and 
watershed education. This is significant because the 
water from the cave system enters the Green River 
which is one of the most important freshwater streams 
left in North America and supports more than 70 
mussel species of which 17 are rare and one is the 
only Kentucky endemic, 150 species of fish of which 13 
are rare including 7 endemics, the federally 
endangered KY cave shrimp, the endemic bottlebrush crayfish, and numerous other rare 
organisms. The successes of Hidden River Cave and KHLCF will be featured in an upcoming 
article produced by Land Air and Water Webizine.  

· Morning View Heritage Land. The Kenton County Conservation District manages this site for 
restoration of native habitats and as a demonstration for good management practices. This 
site is a mixture of approximately 60% upland, calcareous forest dominated by various oaks, 
hickories, American beech, sugar maple, and ironwood with some red cedar thickets and 
woodlands at the periphery of the more mesic forests. Population of the federally endangered 
plant Short's goldenrod have been restored to the site, as well as habitat for federally 
endangered bats, in partnership with the US Fish and Wildlife Service hosts field days on the site.  

,ŝĚĚĞŶ�ZŝǀĞƌ��ĂǀĞ͘�W�͗��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�,��dŽƵƌŝƐŵ 
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Hiking Opportunities 
In addition to conserving habitat for rare species, OKNP strives to provide passive outdoor recreation 
opportunities to the citizens of Kentucky and tourists alike. OKNP nature preserves, KHLCF sites, and 
natural areas provide an opportunity for individuals, families, and groups to see, hear, explore, and 
connect with nature in its purest state possible and to experience what Kentucky may have looked 
like centuries ago. For the hiker, nature photographer, bird watcher, and those seeking solitude in 
pockets of wild Kentucky, State Nature Preserves, Wild Rivers, and Heritage Lands truly are some of 
the most cherished places in the state.  

The Keith MacAdam Trail Endowment for Kentucky Nature Preserves was established in 2018 to assist 
with improvements on the OKNP trail system. Through the financial support the endowment offers, 
and an increased focus on organizing volunteers, we have been able to make short and long term 
plans to maintain and improve the existing trail systems as well as develop new trails.  

OKNP has been able to make several notable improvements for hikers over the last few years. One 
of the most notable changes is our website, which includes an online tool making it easier to find 
information on our public sites.  Our trails manager makes regular visits to each site we manage and 
has made numerous updates to bridges, boardwalks, and steps that assist visitors in traversing our 
trails. We have updated signage and are now using a new trail blaze to help guide visitors on their 
trek. 

 

 

 

Find your new favorite hiking spot now at  

https://eec.ky.gov/Nature-Preserves/Locations/ 
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�ŽĂƌĚǁĂůŬƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŝŶƐƚĂůůĞĚ�Ăƚ�<,>�&�EĂƚƵƌĞ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĞ�ƐŝƚĞƐ͗�
WŝůŽƚ�<ŶŽď͕�:ĞƐƐĞ�^ƚƵĂƌƚ͕�ĂŶĚ��ůƵĞ�>ŝĐŬƐ�^ƚĂƚĞ�WĂƌŬ�EĂƚƵƌĞ�
WƌĞƐĞƌǀĞ͘��dŚĞƐĞ�ďŽĂƌĚǁĂůŬƐ�ĂůůŽǁ�ǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŬĞĞƉ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ĨĞĞƚ�ĚƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚŽůĚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ǁŚŝůĞ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟŶŐ�
ĞƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĂŵĂŐĞ�ƚŽ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƉůĂŶƚƐ͘ 

EĞǁ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞĚ�ďƌŝĚŐĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŝŶƐƚĂůůĞĚ�Ăƚ��<,>�&�
EĂƚƵƌĞ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĞƐ�WŝůŽƚ�<ŶŽď�ĂŶĚ�sĞƌŶŽŶ��ŽƵŐůĂƐ�
ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ǀŝƐŝƚŽƌƐ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ǁĞƚ�Žƌ�ŚŝŐŚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�
ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘ 

&ĞŶĐŝŶŐ�ŝŶƐƚĂůůĞĚ�Ăƚ�<,>�&�WĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ�ƐŝƚĞ��ƵŵďĞƌůĂŶĚ�&ĂůůƐ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƚƌĂŝů�
ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�<EW�ĂŶĚ�^ƚĂƚĞ�WĂƌŬ�^ƚĂī͘ 

Hiking Improvements 
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OKNP Prescribed Fire Program 

The suppression of natural fire events and the introduction of invasive species have put many 
native fire-dependent species at risk of disappearing. Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves has 
a long history of using fire to control invasive species, manage successional stages of 
vegetation, improve soil chemistry, and promote fire-dependent plant communities. The 
application of this tool must be done in an appropriate method to facilitate the desired 
outcomes while also accounting for public safety, budgetary constraints, and management 
goals.  We now have an additional two certified burn bosses on staff bringing our total to four 
and an additional 3 apprentice burn bosses currently working on their qualifications. In 2021, 
KNP completed burns on 931 acres, easily the most successful season we have had on record. 
Twenty prescribed burns were implemented on 15 heritage land sites including state nature 
preserves, wildlife management areas, state parks, and competitive sites totaling 794 acres. 
Implementation of a joint Memorandum of Understanding between the Kentucky Division of 
Forestry, Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, and the OKNP is already paying 
dividends for the KHLCF partner’s ability to assist and receive assistance in implementation of 
prescribed fire on lands purchased and protected by the program.  

^ŝƚĞ �ŽƵŶƚǇ ηhŶŝƚƐ �ĐƌĞƐ��ƵƌŶĞĚ 
,ĂǌĞůĚĞůů� WƵůĂƐŬŝ ϭ ϰ 
,ŝ�>ĞǁŝƐ�^EW ,ĂƌůĂŶ ϭ ϭϮ͘ϳ 
^ŚŽƌƚƐ�'ŽůĚĞŶƌŽĚ�^EW ZŽďĞƌƚƐŽŶ ϭ ϯϮ 
:ŝŵ�^ĐƵĚĚĞƌ�^EW ,ĂƌĚŝŶ ϭ ϲ͘ϰ 
�ĂƐƚǀŝĞǁ��ĂƌƌĞŶƐ�^EW ,ĂƌĚŝŶ ϭ ϴ 
Dƚ�sŝĐƚŽƌǇ�^EW WƵůĂƐŬŝ ϭ ϮϬϯ 
�ƌŽŽŬĞĚ��ƌĞĞŬ�^EW >ĞǁŝƐ ϭ Ϯϴ 
ZĂǇŵŽŶĚ��ƚŚĞǇ�^EW >ŽŐĂŶ ϭ ϭϯ 
WĞƌƌǇǀŝůůĞ�^W,^ �ŽǇůĞ ϭ ϴϱ 
'ƌŝĸƚŚ�tŽŽĚƐ�tD� ,ĂƌƌŝƐŽŶ ϯ ϭϲϴ 
�ůƵĞ�>ŝĐŬƐ-�^ŵŽŽƚ�dƌĂĐƚ EŝĐŚŽůĂƐ ϭ ϲ͘ϰ 
<ŝŶŐƐŽůǀĞƌ�dƌĂĐƚ ZŽďĞƌƚƐŽŶ ϭ ϯ͘ϳ 
�ďďĞǇ�ŽĨ�'ĞƚŚƐĞŵĂŶŝ�ZE� EĞůƐŽŶ ϭ ϭϭϬ 
&ůŽƌĂĐůŝī�EĂƚƵƌĞ�^ĂŶĐƚƵĂƌǇ &ĂǇĞƩĞ Ϯ ϱ 
^ƚĞĞůĞ�,ŽůůŽǁ�^E� tŚĂǇŶĞͬDĐ�ƌĞĂƌǇ ϯ ϭϬϵ 
^ŚĂŬĞƌ�sŝůůĂŐĞ DĞƌĐĞƌ ϱ ϭϯϳ 
dKd�>  Ϯϱ ϵϯϭ͘Ϯ 

<,>�&�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ 
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ǇĞƐ 
ǇĞƐ 
ǇĞƐ 
ǇĞƐ 
ǇĞƐ 
ǇĞƐ 
ǇĞƐ 
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WƌĞƐĐƌŝďĞĚ�ďƵƌŶ�ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�WĞƌƌǇǀŝůůĞ��ĂƩůĞĮĞůĚ�^ƚĂƚĞ�WĂƌŬ͘�W�͗�<ĞŶƚƵĐŬǇ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�WĂƌŬƐ 
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Outreach and Education on Heritage Land Conservation Sites 

Community Science: OKNP uses iNaturalist to gather information about flora and fauna in our state. 
iNaturalist is popular nature app that hosts a social network of naturalists, community scientists, 
biologists and people just interested in learning more about nature! Observations are submitted by 
taking photos on your phone that are uploaded to a global database that helps scientists study 
biodiversity across the world! Several HLCF sites are used to connect the community with nature  

Moth Week At Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site (KHLCF 
site), OKNP held a moth 
sampling night event for the 
public as a part of Moth Week, 
a community science event on 
iNaturalist.  In total, Moth Week 
yielded 1644 observations 
across the state from our 
participants. Participants were 
encouraged to take photos 
and submit observations of moths in the evenings around their home or 
yards. Some people even chose to survey for moths by hanging a sheet 
in their yard with a light pointed at it. This attracted moths to one central 
location and makes it easier to observe/take pictures of them. A total of 

374 different species were documented during this week-long event! 

 

Wildflower Week Botany Blitz  Due to the inability to gather in person for Wildflower Weekend, OKNP 
and the Kentucky Native Plant Society hosted a virtual Wildflower Week that included a week long 
Botany Blitz on iNaturalist. Over 10 KHLCF sites were included in the botany blitz on iNaturalist.  In all, 
the botanical community of 110 observers made 3,193 observations of 460 species of wildflowers, 
blooming woody plants, graminoids, and mosses.  A variety of virtual hikes that highlighted several 
KHLCF sites across the state was also a part of Wildflower week.  KHLCF sites included Lily Mountain 
Natural Area, Cove Spring Park,  Audubon State Park,   Rockcress Hills State Nature Preserve, and 
Jeffrey’s Cliff Natural Area. 

Rasberry Pyrausta Moth (Pyrausta signatalis) 
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Outreach and Education 

Staying Connected 

From 2020-2021 OKNP has added 36 
educational videos and recorded 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  o u r  g r o w i n g 
educational library on YouTube. From 
2020 to current date, OKNP has hosted 
or been involved in nearly 50 outreach 
and educational events. We have 
reached around 3,805 people who have 
participated in our programs as well as 
started a brand new quarterly newsletter 
to inform our audience of opportunities 
and important happenings at OKNP. 
Follow our social media accounts to 
learn more about day-to-day OKNP 
work, events, volunteer opportunities 
and more.  

 

 

 

Kentucky Landsnail Community Science Project 

The Terrestrial Mollusk Biodiversity Inventory Project, funded by OKNP and 
Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund (KHLCF) recently concluded 
its 18-month statewide survey. This project sought to conduct a 
comprehensive land snail survey to determine the status of these critical 
organisms across the state and the role they play in healthy functioning 
ecosystems. An integral component of the project was the 
unprecedented Citizen Science Initiative with 110 volunteers from a wide 
variety of state and federal agencies, museums, universities, nature preserves, state parks, private 
biological consulting firms, and volunteers from across the state. This cadre of individuals collectively 
assisted the project managers, Dan and Judy Dourson, of Dourson Biological Consulting in sampling 
all 120 counties in Kentucky documenting a staggering: 

• 1,730 new county records, 

• 13 new state records,  

• 12 species potentially new to science (under review) and,  

• a whopping 29,036 individual specimens collected and identified!  

This project focused on collecting old shells on hiking trails for identification, live snails were not 
collected. 
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Rare Plant and Natural Community Records and New Finds on KHLCF Sites 

Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Sites contain some of the best examples of natural plant 
communities and rare plant populations in the state.  OKNP botanists and ecologists focus on up-
dating records  and surveying for new populations of rare plants and natural communities on Herit-
age Land Conservation sites as well as conduct surveys on newly purchased KHLCF sites.  A total of 
610 records of rare vascular plants, 22 mosses, 1 liverwort, and 65 high quality examples of natural 
communities have been documented on KHLCF sites.  In just the past year, our botanists and ecol-
ogists have recorded 71 new populations of rare plants and 2 high quality natural communities on 
KHLCF owned or managed properties.  These records illustrate the richness and diversity of KHLCF 
properties and the important investments in this program. 

 

 

�ůĂƐƐŝĮĐĂƟŽŶ η�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ĂĚĚĞĚ�ůĂƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŽŶ�<,>�&�
ƐŝƚĞƐ 

dŽƚĂů�η�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ŬŶŽǁŶ�ƚŽ�ĚĂƚĞ�ŽŶ�
<,>�&�ƐŝƚĞƐ 

>ŝǀĞƌǁŽƌƚƐ Ϭ ϭ 

DŽƐƐĞƐ Ϭ ϮϮ 

sĂƐĐƵůĂƌ�WůĂŶƚƐ ϳϭ ϲϭϬ 

WůĂŶƚ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ Ϯ ϲϱ 

A new population and county record of the state 
endangered snow trilliums (Trillium nivale) was 
discovered at an KHLCF site in Boone County! 

A new population and county record of the 
state endangered bog twayblade (Liparis 
loesellii) was discovered in an KHLCF site in 
Lewis County! 

A new population and county record of the 
recently federally delisted running buffalo 
clover (Trifolium stoloniferum) was discovered 
on an KHLCF site in Robertson county! 
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Zoological Finds  
Over the previous year our zoologists recorded the following on KHLCF owned or managed proper-
ties.  These records illustrate the richness and diversity of KHLCF properties and the important invest-
ments in this program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�ŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ��ĐƌŽƐƐ��ŽƌĚĞƌƐ 

Big news for Kentucky! A female Monarch butterfly that was tagged at 
KHLCF site, Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site, was 
recovered 1,600 miles months later in Mexico! This is the 
first tag  from Kentucky out of thousands deployed over 
the years, that was successfully recovered in Mexico.  
The 4th seasonal generation of Monarchs are biologi-
cally unique in that they live almost three times as long. 
During this time, up to 100 million Monarchs (east of the 

Rocky Mountains) migrate to their 
overwintering grounds in the Trans-
volcanic Mountains of Mexico flying 
at heights up to 11,000 feet! They will 
make the journey again to return North next spring. Biologists and 
community scientists capture, tag, and release Monarchs during their 
journey while tracking the date, sex, and location for each Monarch. 
Tags that are recovered help scientists learn more about specific mi-
gration patterns to better guide efforts in the conservation of this spe-
cies. OKNP works with Kentucky Department of Parks to manage over 
750 acres of pollinator friendly habitat at this site.  

Rafinesque’s big-eared bat Common Raven. PC: USFWS 

�ůĂƐƐŝĮĐĂƟŽŶ η�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ĂĚĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�&zϮϭ dŽƚĂů�η�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ŬŶŽǁŶ�ƚŽ�ĚĂƚĞ 

^ŶĂŝůƐ Ϯ ϴ 

/ŶƐĞĐƚƐ ϱ ϳϴ 

�ƌĂĐŚŶŝĚƐ Ϭ Ϯ 

KƚŚĞƌ�/ŶǀĞƌƚĞďƌĂƚĞƐ Ϭ ϯ 

&ƌĞƐŚǁĂƚĞƌ�DƵƐƐĞůƐ ϲ ϭϵϬ 

�ƌƵƐƚĂĐĞĂŶƐ Ϭ ϯϮ 

&ŝƐŚĞƐ Ϭ ϭϲϵ 

�ŵƉŚŝďŝĂŶƐ Ϭ Ϯϲ 

ZĞƉƟůĞƐ Ϭ ϯϱ 

�ƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ��ŝƌĚƐ Ϯϳ ϭϳϰ 

DĂŵŵĂůƐ ϲ ϭϰϯ 

KDFWR KY Wild Member, Tri Roberts, 
who tagged the female Monarch. 
PC: KDFWR 

OKNP Staff with a caught Monarch 
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The Kentucky Biological Assessment Tool, accessible at https://kynaturepreserves.org/, allows 
customers to have real-time access to OKNP data, and was made available to the public in 2018 as 
a part of our commitment to providing timely, creative, high-quality solutions to a wide variety of 
environmental and developmental planning needs. Our dataset allows us to inform the public on 
important ecological resources present near KHLCF properties, therefore playing a role in preventing 
impact to those properties. 

The Kentucky Biological Assessment Tool (KY-BAT), an environmental review tool developed by 
OKNP in cooperation with NatureServe, went live in 2018. KY-BAT allows clients to submit projects 
and receive reports with information on rare species and communities, conservation lands, and 
other natural resources within the project area within minutes. OKNP now utilizes annual subscription 
licenses with reduced fees for our clients who submit multiple data requests per year. Various map 
resources have been made available for anyone to view on KY-BAT, whether they are interested in 
land use or conservation planning or interested in information about state resources. KNP is 
developing additional resources to make available to the public on KY-BAT.  

OKNP is a leader in the biological and environmental data field. OKNP biologists are recognized for 
their field experience and commitment to complete, accurate data. Data analysts respond to 
numerous large-scale and site-specific information requests which guide land-use planning, 
development, conservation efforts, and research. KY-BAT is the most accurate database of rare 
species, natural habitats, and conservation lands available in Kentucky and is updated regularly. It is 
the result of 40 years of research and on-the-ground inventories by KNP biologists, plus a compilation 
of herbarium records, museum records, and data from other agency and organizations. OKNP is 
committed to providing timely, creative, high-quality solutions to a wide variety of environmental 
and developmental planning needs. Data systems are linked with powerful mapping tools - now 
accessible on line 24/7 through the KY-BAT.  

The KNP Biological Assessment Database 

The Kentucky Biological Assessment Tool (KY-BAT) is a 
self-service conservation planning tool that allows 

customers to submit projects and receive data within 
minutes at KYNaturePreserves.org

The KNP Natural Heritage Database includes 21,509 
high quality source features records and 17,025 
element occurrence records of the 922 species and 
communities we track. 
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Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves Staff 
The Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves is committed to the conservation of the natural areas and 
species that help make Kentucky special, thanks to our exceptional staff.  

Generating high quality and reliable biological data and managing Kentucky’s 
most unique natural areas requires thorough knowledge of both species and 
habitat requirements.  

In addition, our biologists and natural areas managers have to be well-
networked with other experts to compile and screen outside data sources and 
determine relevance, and to evaluate the best management practices for a 
variety of habitat improvement projects.  

:ƵĚǇ��ƵŶŶŝŶŐŚĂŵ 
<EW��ƵĚŐĞƚ�^ƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ 

�Ğď�tĞĞƐĞ 
�ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ 

^ƚĞƉŚĂŶŝĞ��ůůŝƐ 
<,>�&�WƵƌĐŚĂƐŝŶŐ�^ƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ� 

DĂƌƟŶĂ�,ŝŶĞƐ 
�ƌĂŶĐŚ�DĂŶĂŐĞƌ 

DŝŬĞ��ŽŵƉƚŽŶ 
�ƋƵĂƟĐ��ŽŽůŽŐŝƐƚ 

^ŚĞůďǇ�&ƵůƚŽŶ 
dĞƌƌĞƐƚƌŝĂů��ŽŽůŽŐŝƐƚ 

�ŽƵƌƚŶĞǇ�,ĂǇĞƐ 
�ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�^ĐŝĞŶƟƐƚ� 

<ĂǇůĂ�,ŽǁĂƌĚ 
�ƋƵĂƟĐ�dĞĐŚŶŝĐŝĂŶ 

EŽƵƌ�^ĂůĂŵ 
�ĂƚĂ�^ƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ 

>Ğǆŝ�^ĐŚŽĞŶůĂƵď 
�ĂƚĂ�^ƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ 

Director’s Office 

Biological Assessment Branch 

EĂƚĂůŝĂ�DĂĂƐƐ 
�ĂƚĂďĂƐĞ�dĞĐŚŶŝĐŝĂŶ 

^ƵŶŶŝ��Ăƌƌ 
�ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ�;ϵͬϭͬϮϭͿ 
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DĂĚĚǇ�,ĞƌĞĚŝĂ 
<,>�&�>ĂŶĚ�DĂŶĂŐĞƌͬ
KƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ�^ƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ 

:ŽƐŚ�>ŝůůƉŽƉ 
�ƌĂŶĐŚ�DĂŶĂŐĞƌ 

<ǇůĞ�EĂƉŝĞƌ� 
WŝŶĞ�DŽƵŶƚĂŝŶ�DĂŶĂŐĞƌ 

�ŽƵŐ�tŝůĚĞƌ 
dƌĂŝůƐ�DĂŶĂŐĞƌ 

:ĞƐƐ�^ůĂĚĞ 
�ůƵĞŐƌĂƐƐ�DĂŶĂŐĞƌ 

,ĞĂƚŚĞƌ��ƌĂŬĞ 
'ƌĞĞŶ�ZŝǀĞƌ�DĂŶĂŐĞƌ 

ZǇĂŶ�&ŽƌƚĞŶďĞƌƌǇ 
tŝůĚ�ZŝǀĞƌƐ�DĂŶĂŐĞƌ 

Natural Areas and Recovery Branch 

>ĂŶĐĞ�,ŽƐƚĞƚůĞƌ 
EĂƚƵƌĂů��ƌĞĂƐ�dĞĐŚŶŝĐŝĂŶ 

�ĂĐŚ�>ĞŵŵŽŶ� 
EĂƚƵƌĂů��ƌĞĂƐ�dĞĐŚŶŝĐŝĂŶ 

YƵŝŶŶ�dŽǁĞƌǇ 
EĂƚƵƌĂů��ƌĞĂƐ�dĞĐŚŶŝĐŝĂŶ 
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�ĞǀŝŶ�ZŽĚŐĞƌƐ 
�ŽƚĂŶŝƐƚ 

dŽŶǇ�ZŽŵĂŶŽ 
�ŽƚĂŶŝƐƚ 

sĂŶĞƐƐĂ�sŽĞůŬĞƌ 
�ŽƚĂŶŝƐƚ 

ZĂĐŚĞů��ŽŽŬ 
�ŽƚĂŶǇ�dĞĐŚŶŝĐŝĂŶ 

Rare Plant Conservation Section 

<ĞŶĚĂůů�DĐ�ŽŶĂůĚ 
�ŽƚĂŶŝƐƚ 

dĂƌĂ�>ŝƩůĞĮĞůĚ 
^ĞĐƟŽŶ�^ƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŽƌ 

,ĞŝĚŝ��ƌĂƵŶƌĞŝƚĞƌ 
�ŽƚĂŶŝƐƚ 
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